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‘A place for Spiritual Learning - and living’

We are an Affirming church

St. Aidan’s points to ponder…..
Do you ever wonder why we put so much effort and resources
into keeping our church building functional? Do you ask the
question, “What does maintenance have to do with following
Jesus or calling ourselves Christians?”
Have a look at the chart on the next page…
See some of the things that take
It’s not about bringing more
place on a given week within
‘followers’ into the church, but
our walls; check out the
providing a space for people to
words in the circle and
gather for relationship,
connect them to what is
connection, and grace. And then
happening. Think about those
carrying it out the door!
circled words; add your own.
We may have trouble defining what we mean by ‘God’, but
surely those words could relate somehow to our ideas about the
wisdom, challenges, and principles of Jesus.
Our building is not the heart of our faith, but it gives us a centre
point to express, explore, and examine that faith. What we do
inside of the walls doesn’t stay within the walls. Our hospitality,
social justice, and spiritual maturity move out of the doors in
ways we may never even know!
Janis Evans

AT THE ‘HEART’ OF
ST. AIDAN’S UNITED CHURCH
SOMEONE
FOUND A ‘SAFE
HAVEN’

FOLKS
GATHER TO
CLEAN AND
END UP
SHARING
TEARS AND
LAUGHTER

A FREEZER IS STOCKED
WITH CASSEROLES FOR
PEOPLE IN DISTRESS

MEDITATION

HEALING TOUCH

CARING, COMMUNITY,
CELEBRATION, CREATIVITY,
SPIRITUAL LIVING,
ENLIGHTENMENT,
ENRICHMENT, ONENESS,
DISCERNMENT, JOY,
KINSHIP, LEARNING, LOVE,
ACCEPTANCE, INCLUSION

A MULTI-CULTURAL
GROUP GATHERS

THE LIBRARY INSPIRES
& IS OPEN TO ALL IN
THE COMMUNITY

Preparation for the Bazaar
brings ‘community’ all year.

March 3RD

Cordova Bay United

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

DID YOU KNOW? World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical movement led by Christian
women.
In the late 1800s, early 1900s, Christian women in Canada and the U.S. had a vision of
unity, and began taking up interdenominational work. This included summer conferences,
study days, and publications, with an aim of connecting women with other women
globally.
The First World War heightened that need for unity and the notion that world peace was
something to work toward. Thus, the first joint day of prayer took place February 20,
1920. Canadian women, who had been recognizing an annual day of prayer since 1895,
joined the American women two years later. By 1928, through the
hardworking enthusiasm of women's groups, it went global as the World Day of Prayer.
Source: Wood Lake Publishing online news
Check our section of books about prayers and praying. Here are a few examples from the PRAYER shelf –
and we have more! Check also the DEVOTION and WORSHIP shelves.

Centering prayer and inner awakening, by Bourgeault
The greatest prayer: rediscovering the revolutionary message of The Lord's prayer, by
Crossan
The Celtic way of Prayer, by DeWaal
Be careful what you pray for -- you just might get It, by Dossey
A forgiving heart: prayers for blessing and reconciliation, by Klug
Help, thanks, wow: the three essential prayers, by Lamott
Praying with the women mystics, by Malone
Men pray: voices of strength, faith, healing, hope, and courage
This is the day: readings & meditations from the Iona Community, by Paynter
Prayer and our bodies, by Wuellner

Spiritual
Growth
Events
Not to be missed!
Highways in the
Desert Lent 2017
at St. Aidan's
By Maureen Koch

St. Aidan's has a tradition of observing Lent. But, we
have often detoured around the usual practice of
fasting. Instead, we have tried to mix things up a little,
by looking for creative ways to stay active in our
Lenten experience and to recapture a meaning that is
relevant to our lives.
This year our Lenten challenge is entitled Highways in
the Desert: A Multi-Faith Lenten Journey. We are
reflecting on 6 different major religions - Native
Spirituality, Hinduism, Sikhism,, Buddhism, Islam and
Judaism. Each week, we are looking at one tradition,
learning its Golden Rule and its Green Rule and then
taking on, for 6 days, one of its spiritual practices. On
the seventh day, we return to Christianity, where we
will see how our own faith is enhanced by knowing, in
a small way, another spiritual path.
The word Lent comes from the Latin root, "to
lengthen". It speaks to the lengthening of the days,
until the warmth of Spring, when the world comes
alive. Lent is our connection to Life. It prepares us
for Easter.
At this unsettling period of history, we are called to
have open hearts and open minds toward the
strangers in our midst. And, so our Lent will be one of
learning and our GPS will reveal how these faiths
travel in one connected and inspired direction.
If you have not picked up your Lenten package ( it's selfdirected, fun, relevant), speak to Janis Evans, Andrea Hubbard
or Maureen Koch.

St. Aidan’s United and Programs In Earth Literacies present….

“A NEW TEMPLATE FOR CHRISTIANITY”

For details
see the
poster or St.
Aidan’s
website

With Michael Morwood – author and faith educator
‘Michael Morwood is raising the right and obvious questions that all Christians must face.
his response he provides fresh and perceptive possibilities for a modern and relevant faith.’
John Shelby Spong

In

HAPPENINGS inside & out of St. Aidan’s
Visit to Songhees
First Nation
Wellness Centre

Thomas
Berry
lectures

Thrift Shop guys can
fix anything! Or at
least give it a try……

Cooking for Henri
Locke’s UVic
meditation group

Sunday Band and
Children’s Choir

A poem submitted by Judith
Bogod, written by, and in
memory of her daughter…..

What is a pea’s life,
but full of strife
When we are all deemed all alike
With not any character to admire or dislike?
Two peas in a pod
Not one a bit odd.
This is the way
People see us today.
But now hear the truth.
Some of us are in the bloom of youth
While others are long in the tooth.
To think us the same is very uncouth
And a categorical untruth.

At St. Aidan’s we
acknowledge that we
are all made of the
same ‘stuff’ of the
universe, but also that
we have variations and
distinctions that we
respect and honour

We are brothers and sisters
Mrs. and Misters.
Each with personality
And lots of originality.
Some easy going.
Others wise and knowing.
Lighthearted peas amuse us
While ill-tempered peas abuse us.
No pea in the pod is the same,
We all go by a different name.
The myth we are all alike is wrong
And I hope it does not prolong.
Now, as you know, I am rather small
And quite unlikely to grow tall.
But since my plea rhymes with pea
I hope you will see
Its importance to me.
And so my plea is this:
Do not let this myth persist.
Share your newfound knowledge
At every school and college.
And all peas will rest well
Consoled by the news you tell.
That two peas in a pod
Are neither twin nor quad.
by Elizabeth Bogod

Celebrating
Differences!

Pastoral Care

by Val Bauld

Casserole Caravan. We are fortunate to have a freezer in the healing room where we can store
food for emergency purposes. But it’s not much use if there is nothing in it! We have a small
team of people who make meals when requested for those in our church family who may
need some short term help due to illness or unforeseen emergencies.
If you would like your name on this list please let me know. Meals, muffins, soups can be
prepared in disposable containers, labelled, placed in a bag with Casserole Caravan written on
it and then put in the upstairs kitchen freezer. I check it frequently and move items down to
our bigger freezer or deliver them to families in need.
Please phone or email me and I will be more than happy to add your name to the list.
Many thanks. Val Bauld 250 721 5962 or valbauld@shaw.ca
PLEASE SUPPORT THE
PASTORAL CARE TEAM IN
THIS ENDEAVOR.
How are we doing at St.
A’s with our Spiritual
Learning? If you have
comments, please send
them to the editors of
Reaching Out.

An out-of-town visitor attending
the Thomas Berry lectures (and
pot-luck suppers) commented,
“I don’t get this kind of
intellectual stimulation at…..(my
church)!”
Another visitor –

United Church Observer Feb. edition
Here is a ‘must read’, on page 47 ….

Are post-theistic congregations any
different than service clubs?
By Rev. Nancy Steves (Southminster/Steinhauer United church,
Edmonton)

“Lots of grey-haired
energy here! In the
best way – ‘cause it
includes wisdom!

A.G.M.

CONTACT US
St Aidan’s United Church

How many ways to say “Thanks”?

3703 St. Aidan’s St.
Victoria, BC
V8P 2V7
250-477-2089
office@staidansunited.com
www.staidansunited.com

After seeing St. Aidan’s through
many years of ‘interesting times’,
Tony Smith is stepping down as chair
www.staidansunited.com of Council.
Facebook
– staidan
But don’t
worry, he’s not
stepping out of St. A’s. Tony has lots
of gifts still to share.
But for now all we can say is…

Ministers
Rev. Cheryl Black

Tony welcomes in-coming
Chair, Doug Koch.

Rev. Betty Anne Dempsey
-

2017

We’re still in good hands!

Pastoral Care

NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS
Sylvia Campbell Janis Evans
PRINTING & DISTRIBUTION
St. Aidan’s office

Other Council members who are leaving
and will be missed. Thank-you, folks!

Colin Booth – co-treasurer
Puddie Curtis – member-at- large
Roger Hannaford - finance

Filling out the
report card

Baden Powell Sunday

57 years of Cubs
and Scouts in St.
Aidan’s

New Council members -

Pauline James,
Jean Margison
Enjoying hot dogs
sold by Cubs &
Scouts.

