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This page…..

‘A place for Spiritual Learning - and living’

What could ‘Renewal’
look like at St. Aidan’s?

We are an Affirming church

Inside….Look for signs
of rebirth, renewal,
revitalization, recharging,
revival……

-Congregational
meetings
-Intercultural Ministry
-Our Place
-Bookworms
-Bazaar
-Tots
-Refugee report

Renewal - What if we could imagine…….?
…what it

means to be
‘Jesus People’
today?

…ways to inspire, innovate,
interact, invigorate, encourage,
impassion, empower, include,
evolve…..

-St. Aidan’s Winter
in pictures
Library lady
Ping pong
Thrift Shop
Pancakes

… how all this could
make a good place
even better!

Congregational Meeting Series - Last Sunday of Each Month After Church Service
The Congregational meeting on March 31 will include conversation about the Music
Ministry.
It will hear reports from the three working groups exploring amalgamation with Cadboro
Bay United:




Pragmatic Possibilities
Asset
Social Enterprise.

There will be discussion about demographic trends, sustainability and when we imagine we
will make an amalgamation decision.

St.Aidan's is living in an exciting time of change. To keep you engaged in
what's under consideration, the monthly series of congregational meetings
are scheduled following church service on the last Sunday of each
month. Please come and participate.

What would
it look like?

What are the
alternatives?

Why
????

Questions
about
amalgamation

What will happen
to my ‘small
group’, interest
group, favourite
church activity?

How long
will it take?

Intercultural Ministry by Julie Ng
We continue to welcome diversity in our community. We welcome people arriving at different
times from different countries for different reasons. The Intercultural team meet for
conversations on Thursday regularly to learn and practise English through one of the
alternate sessions:
1. “Living in Victoria” – 2:30pm-4pm Thursday by Julie Ng
2. Learning English through Jesus’ stories – 2:30pm-4pm Thursday by Rev. Cheryl Black
On Sunday, we welcome newcomers to join our worship service at 10am, and to mingle with
our members from the congregation during coffee after the service. We invite and encourage
new comers and congregation members to interact through different programs:
1. 1st Sunday of every month – Intercultural Lunch
 We depart from St Aidan’s at 11:30am to an ethnic restaurant to learn different
cultures through food and fun conversations
2. 2nd Sunday of every month – Deepening Understanding for Intercultural Ministry
Workshop @ Cadboro Bay United Church
 Since Fall of 2018, we expanded our Intercultural program and have been
sharing and learning with members from Cadboro Bay United Church. The mini
workshop starts at around 12pm-1:30pm.
rd
3. 3 Sunday of every month – Deepening Understanding for Intercultural Ministry
Workshop @ St. Aidan’s United Church
 Through conversations, we explore our differences and at the same time,
discover interesting views, values etc. that we have in common. The mini
workshop starts at 11:40am-1:30pm.
Recently, we are in the process to organize a Ping Pong Fun Club. For more information of
any activities, please contact Julie Ng at nghongkong@gmail.com

OUR PLACE - bringing renewal to others
Make a Donation: Meals for the hungry are a year-round need, and
each meal costs $3.11. We are always fundraising to continue our
vital, life saving meals program and would greatly appreciate the
support of your church and members.
Sponsor a Breakfast: interested in serving a meal directly to the
community? Fundraise for the food and bring 8 volunteers to Our
Place Society to feed the hungry one morning. Contact Tracy Campbell
on 250 388 7112 (ext. 259) or at tracyc@ourplacesociety.com to learn
more.
Come to Hungry Hearts: This April 6th Our Place Society is hosting a
culinary competition for the 6th year in a row. Join 300 guests catered
to by 8 of the city’s premier chefs. This event raises over $150,000
dollars each year to feed the hungry in your community.
Make a donation of food: We welcome food donations yearround. Contact Tracy Campbell on 250 388 7112 (ext. 259) or at
tracyc@ourplacesociety.com to learn what we need most.

BAZAAR!

BOOKWORMS
How do Bookworms experience
renewal? By beginning a new book;
by gathering new ideas; by
expressing their views to a nonjudgemental group of friends.
1st & 3rd Wednesdays
1:30 – 3:30

Tea and cookies help too!

We are presently discussing Bishop
Spong’s Unbelievable. Visitors always
welcome! Call Janis Evans at 250 383-1956

By Marilyn Smith

RENEWAL: How does that apply to the Bazaar? Of course every bazaar, and there have been
many at St. Aidan’s over the years, is different from the previous year. Some convenors are
new, many new helpers are added and the products we sell are constantly changing. Maybe
our focus has changed as well. We all look forward to welcoming the community and
providing a fun day for all who attend our event. We have worked hard for months so when
the doors open at 10 am on Nov. 2, 2019 we are hoping to raise some money and show off
the spirit of fellowship that St. Aidan’s is famous for.
Please come along to any of the work parties that are always advertised in the Life and
Work. We need everyone’s help to make the Bazaar a huge success.
Donations are always accepted. We especially need items for the Silent Auction (it doesn’t
have to be silver and crystal); unusual items are welcomed. If you have a collection of
International Treasures and are down-sizing, this is a very popular stall with our customers
so we would welcome your donation.
Please contact Marilyn Smith 250-479-5676 if you have any questions.
Please spread the word to friends about donating.

Re-creating lives
REFUGEE REPORT

Tots’ Spot

by Jean Margison, coordinator

The Caregivers and tots program, which was
brought to St Aidan’s from Gordon Head by
Maisie, Mary, Fred and Joyce several years
ago, is flourishing.
We meet every Monday from 9.30 to 11 .30
in the lower hall. The group has grown over
the last year and we have between 12 and
24 children plus adults each week .We
supply coffee for the adults and a snack of
fruit for the children. Most weeks we have a
circle time where we read stories about
love, peace, sharing, kindness etc. without
particularly mentioning our Christian faith as
we have people from various cultures
attending. We like to think that this time is
‘church’ for them.
While the children play this is just as
important a time for their caregivers who
share their concerns and joys with one
another. There is hugging all round, laughter
and sometimes tears.
We have a full complement of 8 volunteers :
Maureen Koch, Mary Lou Whidden, Jean
Ten Have, Rhonda Hilton, Brenda Storr,
Carol Beardsall ,Marietta Mitchell and Jean
Margison, who willingly and cheerfully give
of their time.
If you are in the building on a Monday
morning, pop down and see what’s going on
and have a cup of coffee with us as you
watch the children play.

Reinvigorating
Mondays!

by Fran Stocks

On October 18th of the past year the Haboush
family landed at the Victoria airport weary but
looking forward to a life of peace and security.
Since that momentous day the family has
settled into their new home. The two eldest
children have been registered in school while
the youngest two are attending childcare as
their parents are in ESL programs. Mohammed
and Alyaa, the parents, have been eager to
learn and enjoy practising English. They have a
deep curiosity about our country and are
profoundly grateful to those that have given
them and their children this opportunity.
The Thrift Shops at St. Aidan’s United Church
and Oak Bay United Church have generously
donated clothing, furniture, bedding and many
other household supplies. We have purchased
or repaired bikes for all members of the family
and they are enjoying exploring their
neighbourhood and riding to school.
The Steering Committee continues to work with
the children’s school and with volunteers to
ensure that the family has as many
opportunities as possible for a successful
transition to our Canadian culture.
Your donations have not only provided
transportation to Canada. You have given the
Haboushes a home and opportunities for
employment, education and future free of war
and poverty. Of course there are no adequate
words for what you have done so we will simply
say thank you.

Louise retires!
Aidan adjusts,
keeps watch.

St. Aidan’s in winter…..
Ping pong Fun
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