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Spirituality…..and Us
It’s been said that spirituality is the search for and the
experience of the divine. This isn’t always as easy as
simply breathing in and out! It takes conscious
participation, whether in simple, quiet receiving or
exuberant giving forth. As a church community, we may
believe that we do that every Sunday at 10 a.m. But what
about the times when we are not actually sitting in the
pews? Do you have a favourite spiritual practice that
helps you feel connected to that mysterious ‘absolute’ we
call God? The Spiritual Growth Team invites you to tell
us about it in approximately 200 words. We would be
happy to share this in ‘Reaching Out’. Send your thoughts
to Sylvia or Janis in time for September’s newsletter.

Thank-you!
To Greg Darjes for giving us messages to live by,
showing empathy for others and always bringing
laughter to share (Greg will be doing more of the same during
the summer)

To Ross White for his enthusiasm, creativity, goodheartedness and sincere interest in St. A’s (Ross’s St.
Aidan’s swan-song will be at the picnic – see below)

IT’S PICNIC TIME!!
Sunday June 28, 11:30-1:30





BBQ’d Hot Dogs
Yummy Cake!
Games and relays
Water balloons!

Remember…Bring your parasol, folding chair and sense of FUN!

YOUR LIBRARY
Memorial Teas

By Louise Booth

It has been the custom at St.
Aidan’s to offer a tea following
a funeral/memorial service for
members of our congregation.
This offers a valuable ministry
for the bereaved family and
friends. In the past the Tea
Team has been chaired by Fern
Upright. Sincere thanks to Fern
for many years of many teas.
A new team chaired by Marion
Craigmyle and Carol Sidhu
invites anyone who wishes to
be part of this ministry to
volunteer. We will add you
name to the roster to be called
upon when needed. You would
be asked for only a few hours
on the day of the memorial
service to help set tables, serve

Summer’s coming – sandwich in a little time for
reading!
Whatever you’re doing this summer, check us out and take
us along. Going on a road trip? We have audiobooks and
CDs to help the miles fly, and books to read wherever you
may end up. If you have grandchildren visiting, we have
books and movies for children and teens. And we even
have books for grandparents, such as “The Spirituality of
Grandparenting”. If you’re planning to laze on the beach,
take along a paperback (or a hardcover). If the garden is
your thing, why not check out what we have for reading
while you’re taking a break in the beauty you’ve created.
We have books for lazing in the hammock, or reading in
bed. And don’t forget our movies and music for all ages.
Make the library a part of what makes this summer
memorable for you! Check us out on the library link on
www.staidansunited.ca, or come in and browse our
shelves. Movies and books can be browsed on Sundays
before or after church, or contact us at
staidans.library@gmail.com. And be sure to ask us for
holiday loans for extended trips!

refreshments, wash dishes, or
take down tables and chairs.
Carol (carolsidhu@shaw.ca)

THE
SPIRITUALITY
OF CARING

Cringe-worthy Reading…
Try browsing the magazine section
of the library. A recent copy of
Sojourners magazine takes Canada
to task about overseas mining.

Spiritual Growth Events
Bookworms
In September we will be
reading ‘Christianity After
Religion’ by Diana Butler
Bass
If you would like to join us
for any of the discussions
of this book call Janis –
250-383-1956
Also this Fall –Look for:
Epiphany Exploration Film
Fest – DVDs of some of
our favourite speakers at
Ep.Ex. 2015

THE FRIENDLY OCTOPUS
Our thrift shop is closing for the summer on Saturday, June 27.
We re-open on Wednesday, September 2. During the summer
we clean, re-organize displays and paint or renovate, where
needed.
We ask that you try very hard to hold your donations to us, if
at all possible. We work every Wednesday, but with a skeleton
crew.
If you have items for the bazaar, you should label the boxes
clearly saying "BAZAAR". That way the bazaar people can
continue to pick up their items in July and August.
You have given us some very lovely things this year and we
want to thank you for your wonderful support. The thrift shop
team wishes all of you a very happy, healthy summer!

More:
DVD & Discussion:
Living the Questions

Pride Parade

The Jesus Fatwa

Mark your calendars. Sunday, July 5th, Victoria Pride Parade. St.

Love your (Muslim)
Neighbour as Yourself

Aidan’s has a long tradition of participating, so let’s join the fun
once again. Last year, many United Churches marched along with
the Lutherans, Anglicans, Unitarians and the Synagogue. Walk for a

Do you have an idea for a
‘small group’ experience
that would enhance
spirituality?
If so, call Maureen Koch,
Andrea Hubbard, Janis
Evans, or Jack Dayton

block or for the entire distance. It’s joyful, it’s colourful, and it’s
justice in motion. Sounds a lot like the Dream of God, doesn’t it?
Details will appear in the Life and Work closer to the date.
Maureen Koch and Andrea Hubbard can answer your questions.

PASTORAL
CARE
Photo Directory:
By the time you read this pre-summer Newsletter, many of you will have
your new Photo Directory in hand, and hopefully have already been able to
connect a few more names with faces.
This project generated a lot of work - AND a lot of enthusiasm over the past
few months. We expect that it will become a valuable tool for our new
Minister, Cheryl Black, as we welcome her into our St Aidan’s community.
We also appreciate everyone’s support and assistance in helping to create
this updated attractive resource reference.
Thank you!

New Members:
On Sunday, June 7, the Pastoral Care team hosted a
Welcoming Luncheon, along with Ross and Greg, for several
families considering membership into St Aidan’s congregation.
Church membership within the United Church of Canada is a
time-honoured practice of a “public statement” of faith,
commitment and mutual caring and support within a church
family.

Healing Pathway:
Healing Pathway treatments are available by appointment, on
Mondays (morning), and Fridays (morning or afternoon). There is
no cost for this treatment.
Although many of our practitioners may not always be
consistently available during the summer months, we certainly
hope to be able to respond to your requests for treatment.
To make an appointment, please call Elizabeth ThornburnKorolus (250-298-0747).

For any further information about our wide range of involvements,
please contact any member of our Pastoral Care Team:
Val Bauld, Puddie Curtis, Diane Kendall, Susan Kurushima, Jean Margison,
Phyllis McNaughton, Helen Pinel, Carol Sidhu, Moira Wightman, and our
Ministers

Roof Project Status
Colin Booth, Project Manager
It’s as good as complete. Except for paying the final bills!
For most of us when we are faced with replacing the roof on our homes it is an all or nothing
project. Not so with our church building.
The building has two sections: the Sanctuary (built ~1960) and the community services extension
(built ~1992) each with sloping and flat roof sections.
Starting several years ago during heavy rains the flat roof over the community services section of
the building started developing leaks. Our roofing contractor did a fine job of patching periodic
leaks, but that was only a stop-gap measure. In 2014 Council agreed that it was time to have the
failing tar and gravel roof replaced.
In late 2014 we obtained approval from Presbytery (a required step for any project costing
>$25,000) to replace the failing roofing system. We then contracted with Westcoast Roof
Inspection Services Ltd to prepare specifications, issue an RFP, assist in the selection of a
contractor and monitor the work of the contractor.
Alpha Roofing & Sheet Metal Inc. was awarded the contract to replace the tar and gravel roof and
install replacement skylights. The total project cost is about $150,000. The majority of the funds
for this project have been drawn from the St. Aidan’s Reserve Fund.
This project completes a multiyear re-roofing project. The sloping roof over the Great Hall and
Chapel was replaced 4 years ago. The Sanctuary has both sloping roof (replaced about 12 years
ago) and a flat roof section, which are both in good condition and are expected to last for many
more years.
Thanks to Ralph Gorby, Alan Curtis, Tony Smith and Mike McAuley (representing Victoria
Presbytery) for helping to guide this project through to completion.

Ministry Profile &
Search Report
Report
New Full Time Minister Selected
On Sunday May 30th, 2015 a packed Congregational
Meeting voted unanimously to hire Rev. Cheryl
Black as St. Aidan's new Full Time Minister. The
candidate was recommended by the Ministry Profile
and Search Committee following interviews with
three other applicants.
Rev. Cheryl has been the Lead Minister at Highlands
United Church, North Vancouver since 2005. (Web
site: http://www.highlandsunited.org/) She served
as Minister at West Point Grey United Church from
1995 to 2005 and has 17 years of experience as
Minister in Saskatchewan Conference including six
years as Personnel Minister.

Centre for Spiritual Development – How
does this concept relate to our core
values?
Hospitality – the spirituality of welcoming
strangers
Spiritual Growth – the spirituality of learning,
widening perspectives and evolving
Inclusiveness – the spirituality of gathering and
embracing all who wish to come to the circle
Reaching Out – the spirituality of serving beyond
our walls and comfort zone

We feel she will gift us with enthusiasm, energy
and creativity in all aspects of church life, along
with a compassionate and joyful approach to
worship.
Cheryl earned her B.A. at Hamilton's McMaster
University followed by an M. Divinity at Toronto's
Emmanuel College, graduating in 1977.
MPS continues to try to achieve the best possible
match between St. Aidan's credo & its future
staffing needs. Special thanks to committee
members for more than a year of hard work:
Secretary Jean Margison, Carol Donovan, Dean
Goard, Janis Evans, Paul Malnarich (all from St.
Aidan's), Carol Martin (Victoria Presbytery) and
Thomas Dennett (BC Conference).
The search for a Part Time Minister - presently
suspended - will resume after Rev. Cheryl has begun
her work at St. Aidan's in early September.
Doug Koch, MPS chair

MPS Group - Still smiling after a day’s work!
Jean, Dean, Carol D., Carol M., Doug, Janis (missing Paul & Thomas)

CONTACT US
St Aidan’s United Church
3703 St. Aidan’s St.

WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS TO
ST. AIDAN’S –
Paul Cobb

Victoria, BC
V8P 2V7
250-477-2089
office@staidansunited.com
www.staidansunited.com

Anna Davidson
Linda
Francis
www.staidansunited.com

Facebook – staidan

Kyung Ran Ju
Lynda McLean-Woodward

staidansunited
Ministers
Rev. Greg Darjes,
Rev. Ross White

Catherine O’Brian
Ken Patterson
Wendy Patterson
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OFFICE NEWS

By Wynne MacAlpine

We are pleased to welcome Anne
McDermott as a permanent staff member.
She is the welcoming face you see when you
enter at the office and is in charge of rentals .
Give Wynne & Anne a ‘hello’ as you pass by!
Office hours for the summer:
Monday – Friday
10 a.m. to 12 noon
1 p.m. to 3 p.m.
There will be some adjustments
due to vacations.

