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“Behold, I will do a new thing” Isaiah 43: 19

Message from Betty Anne…..
Ahhhhhhhh……summer/vacation/re-creation!
I am grateful for those who have shared their
stories of summer/vacation/re-creation with me
recently! And I am aware of the joy and challenge that presents itself with
even those changes to our “regular” routine. I wonder if that is not a part
of our spiritual growth-changes that we chose in our regular routines to
prepare us for the continuous changes in our lives and the life of the
church!
I am grateful for Rev Barb’s leadership; for her thought-provoking words,
for her love of scripture and her faith conversations!
I am grateful for my vacation time to relax and re-create; to connect with
our youth in Winnipeg, to spend time with my family of origin, and to
“catch-up” with old friends!
September at St. Aidan’s will be a time of high energy; beginning with
“K.O.F.F.E.E.” (Kick Off For Fall Energizing Event) Sunday, September 14th!
I invite everyone to enjoy an energizing worship followed by a “thank you”
lunch hosted by our wonderful youth!
Watch for posters of up-coming events and programs that will feed your
minds, your hearts and your souls!

Sept.2014

Words from Barbara

Questions
from the
fish bowl:

Dear Friends,

What really happened
on Easter?

Well, I can hardly believe that it’s time for another newsletter and that when you read this,
September will be peeking around the corner. When I began my appointment in March as your
part-time minister leading worship, little did I think I would still be here in the fall and looking
ahead to the Christmas Season. I’m very honoured that you would ask me to continue until the
end of January.
During the summer months we’ve been looking at some thoughts on evolution as explained by
Judy Cannato in her book Radical Amazement. We’ve by no means gotten the definitive answers
for this big topic, but my hope is that some light has been shed on a tiny corner of our amazing
galaxy. In the Fall I’m hoping to have a series liberal Christianity using Douglas Todd’s article
which appeared a while ago in the Vancouver Sun, and am indebted to the Hannafords for
sending it to me.
Also during the summer worship services we have been using the Fish Bowl. Each Sunday I pick
out a question that someone has placed in the Fish Bowl during the week, and we have about a 5
minute ‘town hall’ time about it. Everyone who wishes gets a few moments to give their
thoughts about the question and then I try to wrap it up with a word or two. My hope is that the
questions and answers will create a space for more conversation after the service and during the
week. We’ll continue with the Fish Bowl for a few Sundays into September and then will begin
again with our Intergenerational Time when Sunday School begins.
I have enjoyed my time with you and look forward to worshipping with you this fall.

Holons all!
Barb

St. A’s Café
Watch for opening day!
Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

CREATION ANTEPENDIA
By Sylvia Campbell

Sunday, August 10, 2014 was a
very special day at St.Aidan’s as
our new antependia were unveiled
and dedicated. The idea began in
the worship committee, went to
interior designer/artist, Molly
Whitelaw Reid. After many
meetings and planning sessions,
the final drawings by Molly went
to specialty sewers Hazel Paterson
and Jean Margison. The colours
blend in beautifully with the new
décor and give a feeling of
completion to the chancel itself.
Our Molly has come through for us
once again as she is the artist who
created the meaningful stained
glass window designs for our
chapel in 1993. When the
meditation group meets there
every Sunday morning before our
actual service begins, they witness
the glorious colours with the
sunshine pouring through the glass
and creating a sense of calm and
serenity.
We are very blessed to have so
much talent within our
congregation.

The antependia teamJean Margison, Leslie Reid,
Molly Reid, Sylvia
Campbell, Hazel Paterson,
and Betty Anderson

Marys & Marthas- and Men

by Maureen Koch

There is a church joke that goes like this: Some children were asked to
bring symbols of their faith to school. The Jewish child brought a Star of
David; the Catholic child brought a crucifix; and the United Church child
brought a casserole.
While poking fun at our enthusiasm for potluck dinners, the story also
points to what we do best ...or, at least well. We gather at the table. And
not simply to refuel. We do this at evenings of fellowship in the Hall and
we do it around our spiritual meal called Communion. In both, we eat and
drink; we look into each other's eyes; we laugh and cry with each other.
We hold the other in our gaze and wonder if it could be like that forever
and always.
Communion is our sacramental moment around that table. It is mystical
and transcendent. And...it is the work of a committee. A small group,
informally known as The Marys & Marthas - and Men- aka The Communion
Committee - meet to discuss and organize each Communion - they
purchase wine & juice, cut crumbs, bake loaves, phone and cue servers and
clean up. Marys & Marthas - and Men live up to their name and try not to
get bogged down at meetings with bureaucratic business. As soon as
possible, the agenda and minutes are dispatched and abandoned and the
group gathers around a table of refreshments to discuss Scripture, Life and
transformation. This approach has turned, for us, the mundane into
spiritual practice. And love and labour merge. If you wish to occasionally
serve Communion or if you would like to join the Marys & Marthas-and
Men, call Andrea Hubbard (250-721-2661)
Members of the Marys & Marthas -and Men are Andrea Hubbard (chair),
Gwen Armstrong, Maureen Koch, Jean Margison, Moira Wightman - and
John Wightman.

Spiritual Growth
Events
At St. Aidan’s unless
otherwise indicated

September
Spirituality of Death
(see below, right)
Lectionary Bible study
Sept. 8, 10:30 a.m.
Bookworms
Starts Sept. 17 1:30 pm
(Location TBA)
Movie Night
Sat. Sept. 27 - “Philomena”

October

St. Aidan's at the Pride Parade 2014
On July 6th, eleven from St. Aidan's congregation joined five other United
Churches, the Lutherans, Unitarians, St. John the Divine, Congregation
Emanu-el, Catholics for Pride and Our Place at the 2014 Victoria Pride
Parade. What a day!
The sense of solidarity and joy in diversity was expressed in the colourful
floats, imaginative costumes, balloons and rainbow flags. Cheering crowds
on the sidewalk showed enthusiastic support.
Rabbi Harry, marching behind us, led the synagogue members in Hava
Nagila and many other joyous Hebrew songs, while we clapped in rhythm.
Then St. A sang Draw the Circle Wide....over and over because it was the
only hymn we knew by heart!
We heard a rumour that next year the United Churches might have a float
and we will definitely know more songs!

Evolutionary Christianity
Oct 7 First†Met UC
A New Perspective on
Ancient Questions
Oct 14 Cadboro Bay UC
The Myth-Making Brain
Oct 21 Cordova Bay UC
How the Brain Changes
God/ How God Changes
the Brain
Oct 28 Cadboro Bay UC
The Mystical Mind
Living the Questions Series
Starts Oct. 9
Spiritual Growth Team:
Maureen Koch (chair)
Rev. Betty Anne Dempsey
Andrea Hubbard
Jack Dayton
Janis Evans
We invite you to join our
“circle”.
Our library has books
pertaining to all of the
above programs.

The Spirituality of Death – Workshop series
Have you ever wanted to talk frankly about death but were too afraid of
sounding gloomy or depressing?
Join others in a safe place to discuss questions, frustrations, and mysteries
about death.
St. Aidan’s United Church – please pre-register on the sheet at the library
counter.
Mondays – Sept. 15, 22, 29 at 7 p.m. at St. Aidan’s

Church Picnic June, 2014
St. Aidan’s celebrates summer!

The work on the bazaar never ends!

Come in, come in and sit down!

Many of the convenors and their teams meet
regularly to sew,knit ,clean, sort and price. We need
your help.
Last year the Vintage stall found they had so many
wonderful items that they decided to hold a special
pre bazaar Vintage sale. It was so successful they are
doing it again. Ann Harris is convening this event to
be held on Sat. Sept. 27, coinciding with the Thrift
shop being open and refreshments being served by
the Youth Group. Many hands are needed for setup, sales, takedown, etc. so please let us know if you
could help.
Our bazaar is only 2 months away and as this is our
major fundraiser we need your donations and help.
At this time the Silent Auction is in need of items. It
doesn't have to be silver or china. Anything of value
that we could get a good price for would be
appreciated. Don't forget, a ‘service’ is a great item.
We have had boat rides, airplane rides, golf games,
dinners, shortbread, babysitting, gardening, etc.
What is your talent and would you share?
Contact Marilyn 250-479-5676 if you can help or
have any questions.

Pew cushions are now in all of the pews. We would
like to thank Foam Zone for the excellent job that
they did. Everyone agrees they look and feel great.
Foam Zone donated squares of foam for us to use to
make cushions for back support. We have a lot of
leftover fabric so now all we need are people to sew
them. Ferne and Cherie have made some but do
need help. Please consider making a few and then
the job will be done and we can get rid of the red,
orange, purple and pink cushions that have been in
the pews for years and are in terrible condition.

New to St. Aidan’s? A day of working at the bazaar
will make you feel right ‘at home’. Call Marilyn.

We have been lucky to receive donations from some
of the choirs that use our space as well as some
renters*. So far we are at $7,500.00 but still have a
way to go to achieve our goal of $l6,000,00. It works
out to about $50.00 per seat. Thanks to all who have
contributed so far!!
Please remember to use your Smile Card at Thrifty
Foods as they give us 5% of everything you spend
on groceries toward our Pew Cushion Project. If you
don't have one please ask Kate Holmes for one.
They will give us up to $1,500.00 in the year.
Remember this costs you no extra money.
*see Jane’s report next page for these contributors.

Office/Rentals Report by Jane Boileau
A warm welcome back to all our “Family of Friends” for a new season of happy
happenings at St. A’s! Hope your summers were made of fond memories to last for years
to come. Though it was a quiet summer as far as Rentals go, it was also a quiet a time of
reflection and changes in the office. First, Happy Retirement to Judy…she’s off to a
wonderful start with a visit to France! And a warm welcome to Wynne, my new office
partner, who is bringing in a new energy, and is delightful to work with. Please feel free
to drop into the office to meet and greet her.

Remember folks, if you have any rental inquiries for meeting spaces dates, times, any questions or
concerns or cancellations or changes to your existing reservations, you know who to see… Moi 
Please be sure to check with the office first before booking your meeting to ensure that there is a space
available.

Current Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9:00-3:00 pm (with a lunch break from
12:00-1:00). Our office hours may change later on in the
Fall…stayed tuned…or better yet, call us.

 Office Contacts:
Wynne:office@staidansunited.com
Jane: rentals@staidansunited.com
Wynne and Jane
Greetings with a smile!

They’re Here!!
Our Pew Cushions are in! The Family of St. Aidan’s would like to give a BIG THANK YOU! to our Family of Friends who
generously donated towards our Pew Cushions:*School District #61; Debbie Young Music School; Living Today (AA
Group); The Celiacs Society – who had a fundraiser event of their own just to raise donations for our pew cushions;
and a portion of proceeds from the Victoria Children’s Choir/ St. Aidan’s Choirs joint concert last April. We very much
appreciate our musical friends who come in to our home for their music events…the pew cushions are just as much for
you and your guests as they are for us  We invite you to come on in and try them out.

Happy Fall Solstice!
DON’T FORGET K.O.F.F.E.E. SUNDAY!
SEPTEMBER 14
THERE WILL BE LUNCH!

Happy Thanksgiving!
Happy Feet Coming Back!
Happy Rolling Right Along Into 2014-15!

Pastoral Care Team News
by Helen Pinel

As we rapidly approach the end of Summer and the beginning of Fall, it
seems there’s a lot of energy buzzing within St Aidan’s …

Your Pastoral Care Team continues its work all-year-round.
These first two are recently initiated programs:
In response to requests, we’ve created a new confidential form for
“EMERGENCY CONTACT INFO”
as a reference support for you, if a need arises.
This is an area of special concern to people who live alone,
but can also be relevant for all of us.
It may also help you initiate dialogue with your family,
as you respond proactively to this opportunity.
As well, we’ve updated a “MEMORIAL PREFERENCES” form
as a helpful reference to your family upon your death.
Much like the other form mentioned above,
this can also support important and valuable family dialogue.
Both of these forms will be available
at KOFFEE Sunday on September 14th (or through the Office at any time)

LAY PASTORAL VISITORS

We’ve expanded our roster of volunteer lay pastoral visitors,
and would welcome YOUR involvement.
Our present goal is to try to phone or home-visit
as many of the ”shut-in” folk of our church family as possible at least every 6 - 12 weeks.
Is this something that you’d like to know more about?

Do you wear a NAME BADGE at church each Sunday?
This is yet another of our programs to enable and support easier
communication and contact with each other.
Take a moment to sign up for your own personal Name Badge!

Your Pastoral Care
Team serves a vital
need at St. Aidan’s!
They live the quote
shown below.
Perhaps this is a
ministry in which
you could express
your faith.
“Do all the good you
can. By all the means
you can. In all the
ways you can. In all
the places you can. At
all the times you can.
To all the people you
can. As long as ever
you can.”

― John Wesley

The Spiritual Growth
Team Announces:
Cynthia Bourgeault

“Awakening Mind,
Awakening Heart”

Check out our Pastoral Care table
at KOFFEE Sunday, Sept.14th
to find out more about our programs:

September 25, 7 p.m.

Healing Pathway Ministry - Casserole Caravan – Mount Tolmie
Services – Membership - Prayer Chain - Prayer Shawl Ministry Greeting Card Program - Pastoral Visitation - Christmas
Communion & Tea - Name Badges

Sponsored by the UVic
Meditation Club & the
Contemplative Society

At St. Aiden’s United

CONTACT US

Ministry Profile & Search Committee Report

St Aidan’s United Church

You are invited to a consultation event on September 29th after Sunday
worship service.

3703 St. Aidan’s St.
Victoria, BC
V8P 2V7
250-477-2089
office@staidansunited.com
www.staidansunited.ca

staidansunited
Ministers
Rev. Betty Anne Dempsey
Rev. Barbara Martin
NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS

Sylvia Campbell - Janis Evans
PRINTING & DISTRIBUTION
St. Aidan’s office

Notes from the AOTS Club
Planning Meeting, June 18
Sept 11 - Dinner meeting at 6pm
to 8 pm in Room 2A/B and the
upper kitchen. Menu: Lasagna.
Discussion - Setting our "Club
Fund raising goals"
October 8 -10 AM Coffee time in
the lower hall – Discussion:
"Attending Banff Men's
Conference" www.banffmen.org
November 13 - Dinner meeting at
6pm to 8 pm in Room 2A/B and
the upper kitchen. Menu:
Chinese food. Program: St.
Aidan's Veteran members
"Recollections of Military
experiences"

The goal of the Ministry Profile and Search Committee is to make
recommendations about the ministry needs of St Aidan's, then hire ministry
personnel that meet those needs. To ensure that the team is consistent with St.
Aidan’s future direction it will be making recommendations on all staff positions.
We are striving for the best possible match between our mission, values and
credo and the staff complement... in other words people who demonstrate these
qualities in their work experience. In the fall MPS recommendations will be
submitted to Council, then the congregation, followed by BC Conference for
approval. Any necessary new staff recruitments should be in place by summer
2015.
The committee has concluded most of its research, interviewed staff members
plus a cross section of the congregation. Along the way we have gained insights
on where St. Aidan's has been and where it is going. The process is outlined in the
United Church BC Conference Ministry Profile & Search Handbook*... our progress
is posted in the Great Hall.
MPS Members are: Carol Donovan, Dean Goard, Janis Evans, Jean Margison
(secretary), Paul Malnarich and Doug Koch (chair) plus advisors Thomas Dennett
(BC Conference) and Carol Martin (Victoria Presbytery).
Comments or concerns? Please contact Doug Koch (email dnkoch@live.ca or
telephone 250 388-9896) or any committee member.*see http://www.bc.unitedchurch.ca/sites/default/files/BCConferenceMinistryProfileandSearchHandbook.

